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of the Elizabethan traditions favoured trade, and
much progress was made in the organisation of such
companies as the East India. On the whole, how-
ever, the time was one of retrogression. The poverty
and incapacity of the government allowed the navy
to decay, the Algerinc pirates insulted the weakness
of England, and the Dutch disputed the mastery of
the narrow seas. The former spirit of enterprise dis-
appeared ; the foreign policy of James being,
perhaps, responsible for this, since it ended the
national crusade against Spain. Peace with that
country was, indeed, requisite for England, but such
measures as the execution of Raleigh, for treason
nominally, really because he had fought the Spaniards
on the Orinoco, were unnecessary and discouraged
further adventure in the West Indies. And, presently,
the attention of the people was nvetted to home
affairs, and there was no longer any inclination to
embark upon mercantile speculation. Industry was
adversely influenced by the granting of monopolies ;
the prosperity of the people was sapped by the royal
exactions, and there are few bright points in a
generally gloomy picture. Such as there arc, are
afforded by the draining of much of the Fens , by
some progress in manufactures both in Northern
England and in Ulster ; and by an improvement in
agriculture, as the result of the introduction of more
scientific methods of cultivation.

With the meeting of the Long Parliament, the
struggle against the Crown enters upon a new phase.
So far the Commons had attempted mainly to prevent
the royal authority from growing greater ; they would